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‘, ‘grea Treated 


For the purposes of this report, aden Protectorate will 
inelude the british Settlement of iden, ond the protected 


= hinterland and coast from Bab-el-Mandeb to, but not includ- 
ing, Hadramaut end Vocalla. 


toonomieally, Aden and the 
Protectorate sre a single unit, whereas Hadramaut is the 
~ hinterland of Mocalle. 


Registrations 


Police rogistrations include all cars in Aden 3ettle~- 


ment excepting the Chief Commissioner's and certain 


military vehicles. The figures are correct as of January 


1, 19353 in so far os registrations are concerned. To them 
must be added the special unregistered cars, whose exact 


number is not obtainehle, and the Lahej «nd other hinter~ 


eee lend figures, estimated by the Police. 


i 
Passenger Cars | | 
Registered passenger cars in Aden number 374, un- ag | 
registered local government and military cars, about 10, i : 
ae privately owned (of which many are for hire) in Luhej, Wes : | 
vi about 25, then for the Sultan of !ahej may be added i ic Sy 
another five, end for the rest of the interior,. about 10, an 
all belonging to local rulors. Recapitulated for Aden Oi 
ea | i 
ae Settlement, the figures are: \ 
Maat \ \ 
Total, passenger, 384. American, 34.1°3. 
Other, 65.9 #. 
anh Privately owned, 202. Taxis, 172. ‘overnment- ' 
ea | owned, 10. 
Se : 4 oT 
; Recapitulated for Lahej and Aden hinterlund, the “ | 
an figures are approximatcly: 
0 : . 
H Total, passenger, 4C. -Merican, 957. ‘ther, 57. 
ql Private (including for hire), 25. ‘Covernment 
(including petty local rulers), 15. 


4 Busses 
There are 59 privately owned busses, mostly delapidated, 


12 . 


| “Ie to 15 passenger types, averaging probably sight to 10 
years old. 


In Lahej, there are about eight, of the same 


type as those in Aden. They are all of jimerican make. 


The busses may be recapivulated as follows: 


fotal busses, 67. 
Privately owned, 67. 


Trucks 
Registered trucke of all kinds, including sprinklers, 


American, 100%. Other, nil. 


atreet cleaners, and so on, numbered on January 1, 1933 


42 units in Aden. Of these, 19 are privately owned, 21 


Government~-owned garbage collectors and sprinklers, one 
police van, and one Covernment-owned ambulance. The pro- 
portion is 26 American, or 61.9 per cent, to S&.]. per cent 


foreign. In addition, there are clso reported to be 
about 15 six-wheel trucks, about 20 Light vans and two 
armored cars belonging to the military. 


all inglish. 


These units are 


Finally, there are two .merican trucks re= 


ported in Lohej. Below is a recapitulation: 


Total trucks, 90. 


american, 28.9 %. jther, 71.1%. 
Privately owned, 21. 


Covernuent-owned, 69. 
Hotorcycles 
There are now 22 motorcycles reristered privately, 


all British excepting two, which are Cermen. There may 


be about six more with the xoyal Air Force, also entirely 


British. There are no motorcycles in the interior. 


Power and Capacity Figures 


Of the 374 registered passenrer vehicles, the 318 


four-five passenver types average, according ta police 


figures, 19 horse power per unit. The 56 roadsters (of 


which only two are of .mericun make), averare &.98 hors 


power. ‘he privately owned trucks averere 2 1/2 tons 


and 24 horse vower. The busses averse 20 horse power 


and 15 passenver cupneity. 


ar Life 


Passenger cars in Aden, due to the constantly shift- 


ing population of military and government officials, change 


hands a great deal. Vehicles are, therefore, often being 


reregistered. The average age is probably between seven 


and eight years. Bus ages average about nine or 10 years. 
Temporary withdrawals from use, in addition to registered 

vehicles which may be withdrawn and with regard to which 
there is no check, probably are between 50 and 75. 
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Sources of Information 


The source of all statistics and estimates in the 


foregoing report, with the oxception of the unregistered 


Government volicles in aden, was the Inspector of Motor 


Vehicles, Aden Police. fhe writer himself consulted 


the books and tables kept and prepureé by the Hotor 


Vehicle “epartment. The estimetes for unregistered 


Government vehicles were obtained from conversations 


with members of the military forces. 
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Avea Treated 


Kocalla, about 300 miles east of aden, is the main 


port of the large, politically undefined area of Hadramaut, 
ruled by numerous local sheikhs ond sultans. 


Ita only | ae 
habitable territory is in the deep wadi beds which cut 


through the tigh, desolate rock tebleland. Cars cannot I | 
be driven from the coast to the interior regions, although 2 


some publicity has been given the proposed road from the 


+ 


sea coast town of Shuher, just east of Mocalla, to the 


renomied Arad city of erim, approximtely 106 miles inland. 


The Hadrami have acquired wealth in the butch “ast 


Indies end Singapore, und many roturn to thoir native 
arabia on vacations or to retire, 


aeRO EL NENT OIE ETE cee eee 


ene 


realthy families in- 
sist on owning automobiles despite the fact thet cars can- 


mee aEER 


not be driven overlend to their interior homes, but nust 


i i | 
be completely dismantled and carrieé up on the bucks of A 
sT coolies and camels. 


y \ 
Origin of Statistics 


There are no registrations or official vehicle firures 
in any of the Hadranaut. The numbers civen below ure, 
therefore, of necessity bused on estimites. The sources 
of infomation were an officer of tha oyel sir Force who 


returned about January 6, 1953 from the Jadranmut, local 
nutomobile -deslers who souetines ship cars to 


scalla, und 
ie the .den tolice (Jasnector of “otor “shieles). 

Passenger Cars 
15] 
fe 


There ara estimated to be 92 passencer aura in Sudcrannut. 
This past year there vere two hinports of ‘irltish ears, xhore~ 
“t 


as previously every car was .merican. our cars balonr to 
the sultan of ‘‘oeslla. 


‘yesumably other local rulers oxn 


others 
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others, but no estimate is ponsible of “government~owned” 
gars in addition to those of the julten. 


Below is a recapitulation: 


american, 97.9%. Other,2.1%. i: 
Privately owned and taxis, 838. Government-owmed, 4. r: 
Busses 


i 

Total, passenger, 92, aoe weteerme ns 
| 

There is no cheek on busses, but as it is known that 1 
none was shipped to Hadramaut during 1932, the total may 


: 
be taken to be unchanged from 1931, namely 15, all imericen. : 
Trucks 


SNPS SEC a wane ere 
’ 


es There is no way of ascertaining scrappage of trucks, 


ibat but as all trucks that have gono to the Hadramnut are con~ 


day! paratively new, the two additional units sent there in 19352 


aed 


pare may be added to last year's total of cight to make 16. 


' These also sre 100 per cent 
t Jon 


eT 


wraeriean. 


Wave sata 


Wotorcyel es 
oad 


66s ' There continue to be no motercyeles in the ‘adramaut. | 


7 Cities 
its 
The principal citios of Vadramaut sro Serim, Ciwun, 1 
\ 
! ohibam and lfocalla. itatistics for these sre not «valle | 
va i 
is able, but it is unéerstood tit Terim has the v~reatest : 
a number of vehicles, ani -ocalla, 12. 
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Sources of information al 
ae fi 

The sources of information for the foregoing report A 

it 

were conversations with the manager of the automobile sec- ie 


tion of Cowasjee Tinshaw & “ros. (Ford and .ustin agent); | 


The Inspector of otor Vehicles, iden “olice; Slight 


—— ee 
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Lieutenant +. H. Nontgomery of the air taff, Royal air 


Foroe, Adon; and 4A. M. Klauder, chevrolet arent. 
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The Youen is an isolated independent country enjoying 


‘the most primitive means of comminication and transporta- iy 
tion. Passenger cars are said to number 10 (mostly covern- | 
ment-owned), of which nine ere american and one Italian (90 | 
per cent american). 

#hereas in 1931 local merchants stated there were five 
busses and no trucks in Yemen, infomation this year obtained 


from the mansger of the Nodeideh branch of a vell known 


English firm indicates that there are three trucks (American) 


and no busses. One motercyele (Singlish; is revorted 


against seven last yoar. 


CAE SE eA eT 


The foregoing, like all information reeeived from the 


ete 
ee 


enim 


Yemen, is speculative and unrelisble. Xt may hnve to be 


revised at a later date. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Sources of information 

The information in the foregoing report was contained 
in a letter of Hovember 3, 1932 from John L.. Tyas, manager 
ee of the Rodeidah branch of Cellatly, Kankey 5. Co. (Sudan), | 
aid Ita. Wo further data ore yet availatvle but it 1s xnown | 


that there were no importe between the date of the letter : 
and the end of the year. i. 
i 
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Sinee report No. 66 of January 10, 1923 was mailed, 
information of a more reliable nature than that previously 
obtained, has been rvyeeived for wocalla and the Hadramaut. 
The following statistics should, thorefore, replace those 
already submitted: 


Passenger Cars 


Total, 65. American, 02.1%. Other, 7.9 %. 
Privately owned and taxis, 59. Government 
owned, 4. 


Trucks 


Total, 19. American, 1003. ‘thers, nil. 


Pepe nce events IPN LEES aS oa 


oe ae PTT 
"eee 


aggre TEE Ra REE 


——ato 


File No. 866.16 


wears Prectyr 
wy Sart 


Jistribution 
Original and four copies for the epartment. 
Gne copy for cutomotive Trade Commissioner, Cairo. 


‘ Boa e of Information 


The source of information for this report is a 


letter of January 11, 1953 from ahmed Yusuf Khan and 


Brothers, dealer in automobiles and accessories, who | 

does a large part of the Mocalla and Nacramaut trade. , 

Mr. Yusuf Xhan's contacts in Mocalla are among the : vue 

most reliable. _.. 
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Passenger Cars 
Official figures of the Commandant of the Somaliland 


Police Force show that there are in the Protectorate but 28 


passenger cars, of which none American. One is Government- 


owned, and the other private. 


PASSENGER CARS 


Total, 28. American, nil. Other, 100%. 
Privately owned, 27. Taxicabs, nil. Government- 
owned, 1. 


Busses 


Seven passenger busses, all of which also earry freight, 


circulate in Somaliland, principally on the run between 


OBE 
Zeilah (British Somliland) and Djibouti (French Somaliland). i! 


Six units are American. All are privately owned. One of 


the units was acquired during December, 1932. i. 


Trucks 


i 
The truck is the favorite means of transportation in it 


British Somaliland for freight, baggage and passengers. of 


ov 
the 57 truoks reported in the Protectorate on December ol, 
20 are of American make, Thirty of the units are Govern- | 
ment-owned, while the others ure for hire. Herewith is « : 
1 recapitulation: fz 
TRUCKS a 4 
Total, 57. fimerican, 35.1%. other, 64.9%. 
Privately owned, 27. Government-owned, 30. ' 
i Motoroycles 
There are nine motorcycles in Semaliland,.all of British 
make, 
ys Boundary Commission 
It is interesting to note that during the year 1932 
ti 


the Anglo~Ethiopian Boundary Commissions demirking and sur- 


veying the British  omaliland-!thiopian boundary, inported 


for 


Sa 


for its use two American trucks of a well known low-price 


make. These trucks, besides carrying all the ordinary 


supplies and equipment, must often be charged with the 


Commission's water supply of two or three weeks. The ir 


excellent performance is a testimonial to American 


trucks in general. 
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Sources of Information 

The information for the foregoing report was obtained 
in letters of November 12, and 30, 1932 and January 18, 
1933 from the Secretary to the Government of the British 
Somaliland Protectorate. The author has, furthermore, 
conversed with a former member of the Anglo-Ethiopian 


- Boundary Commission, 
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20, 1931) 
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HEDJAZ AULOMOTIVE 


= bay 


Aden Registration Figures 


During the semester onded June 30, 1942, 28 auto- 
mobiles, of which 17 American, were nowly rogiatered 
in Adon, 88 comptred with 20, of which 13 Amorican, in 
the preceding six months. 

REGISTRATION OW AUTOMOBILES IN ADEM 

bake 


fhe details follow: 


under : 
July 1-Deo.d1 Jenel-June W 

Fora eeseeeeeoaeeoe 8 12 L- 
Hoxrv1is sececccacece 7 - 6— 
Chevrolet cesses -- 2 
Chrysler ccscceee 2 —— 
Willys-Knight ... 2 oe 
BGgex ceoescecvcces = By 
AUBGIN ccccsvecve == ad 
Fiat conccceccvce =“ Pi 
Durant sesceeccece p~ L 
CAtTOEN ceccsescs bah 1 
Hndson ecccccccecs 1 — 

Totals wD Fi) 


Make 


Chovrolet,4 ayle seoovce 
Chovrolet,6 oyle eavgee 
Pord cccccccccccccsvcce 
DOGZO ccccvencsncscecus 
BLAG ccccccccccnccsevece 
Studebaker ccccccccccce 
Buick evoccaccccvececces 
HOTTIs ccccccceseccsace 


Motoroyole registrations betwoen July 1 end June 
©, 1932 numbered nine, all Mmglish, divided as follows: 
friunph, 5, Douglas, 1, Sunbeam, 1, Raloigh, 1, Norton 1. 

There were no registrations of busses or trucks 
during the six month period. 

Hedjaz Registrations 

The latest Hed jaz 
ing are the details: 


figures are for 1931. The Lfollow- 


ifumber 


274 
127 
153 
63 
28 
13 
7 

4 


GekleGe 
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ooA Ge Me Co cocccevesonee 3 
CLTTOEN ecccenccvecser g 

Oakland cecsesecscecse 2 

don Madson ccocvccecnvcccver 2 
Borliet ecovensansacee 2 
ROO eaaccecssocnscarsce L 

eh AUBtin ecccscaanacacee 1 
Hupmobile eaenaneeccenae L 

ody Others eeenaqaneneaasaee 37 
Total TO 


Fords. 
Automobile Imports and Exports 


tor Aden. DeteLlls wore as rollows: 


It is understood that there huve been imported 
about 60 automobiles through Jeddah this year, mostly | i 
i ee 


Imports of automobiles into Aden during the rirst i 
six months of 1932 numbered 43, of which not more taan Pe 
3S WeTe NGWe Exports munbered 23, leaving a net 20 


DPORTS OF AUTOMOBILES INTO ADEN, FIRST HALF OF 1952 


Origin Tiumber Value a 
ts Rupecs Dollars 7 
Ps cama eS _ 
; United stetes 16 30,406 7,837 . | oa 
tt United Kingdon 14 - 24,572 6,333 | 
Italy 2 4,300 1,108 . : 
Straitea Settlements 2 6,000 1,546 
Franco 2 3,500 yO2 i 
55h Wesopotamia 2 7,500 1,933 x 
Others 7 >, 800 1,495 ; 
Aedl : : 
ad Totals “43 GE,078 ZBI, 1ot : 
EXPORTS OF AUYOMOBILES FROM ADEN, FING? MALT OF 1y32 : 
yut 
= Destination lumber Value 
fs pecs Dollars 
SBritish Somliland 10 7,105 1,604 poy re 
Arébian Cult Porte y 12,05d 3,107 re 
India 3 4,005 1,053 os 
United Kingdom 1 1,500 387 Si 
Totals BB 7a, 055 oar = 


Othor Igports 


Two motorcycles, valued at Rs. 1,0Ld ($262) were i 


imported Lrom Bombay during the Tirot halr or the present 


year 


~4- 


yoare. Imports of ports and accessories wore as 


follows: 


DUPORTS OF AUTOMOBILE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
January I-June 30, 19320 °° 


e 22 
Pe Z Origin Value 
ee es ; Rupees Dollars 
United States 15,496 5,994 
Egypt 9,522 2,451 
j United Kingdom 6,056 1,638 
an | Italy 3,113 802 
: Geruany 624 162 
ret ' France ; 26% 68 
: Othez'2 940 268 
| Totals 36,00E PEE 
Kest of the imports from Egypt are American 
xta articles; the Amerionn share is therefore consider~ 
r ob 


ably greater than the table indicates. 
Rate of Exohangs 

The conversions of rupees to dollars in the fore- 
going statistical tables have been mado at the rate of 
5e88 rupees per dollar, which was the average ror the 


Pirst six months of 1952, as computed by the Consulate 


on the basis of dnily quotations furnished by the 
local bank. 
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Sources of Information 


The import and export statistics xere copied by a 
member of the consular staff directly from the statisti- 
cal books of the iden Port Trust. 


The Aden registration figures were obtained from 
the Folice Headquarters, 


The Hedjazi figures were contained in a letter 


dated March 7, 1932 from the foreign 'inister, “ecca. 
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Market Conditions 


FYuotors affecting the automotive trade in aden during 
the six months ending secember 31, 1932 included depraciated 


and fluctuating Indian exchange, the patriotic “buy British” 


feeling, low purchasing power of authorities and officers of 
the military eatablishzents due to salary reductions sad of 
the business people due to low commodity prices, and generel 


uncertainty caused by the depressing world economic situa- 
tion. Importa of ney units were, it is true, a shade higher 


(35 as compared with 29) during the second half of the year, 


but th: inerease was in no way indicative of ag inorovement. 


Total stocks on hand on December 31 amounted to 12 units, to 


more than trelve months carlier. Yast dealers were inporting 


Ey 


only on demand of a sure client. few sales to werlthy 


Avabs in the Hadromaut and to the ritiah “omaliland-ithiopian 


Boundary Comainsion helped relieve the monotony of the dead 
Aden market. The situation in the Hedjav, where larre fleets 


of motor cars transport the annual pilgrims on their holy 
Tounds, remained enigaatic. 


The large and vontinual turnover in the locel military 
establishment, which furnishes tne majority of the “uropean 


@lemont in ..den, seriously affects the new cur trade. any 
officers orlag tieiec cars with then, and others if they feel 


thay noad « car, ard sableried auring tuair short 25 Journ 


(never more tian two yours; with a used oar of any old nodel. 


ALlowanses o4 Old curs are therefore axcesnively high. 


Passenger Cars 
/ oe 


The coapetition for the passenger car trace in «den ie 
Primarily betvean 2 low-prieed uneriesn cur + eéilavlic in both 
four and eight cyliader wodels, aad tae Vorris iinor. ina 


coupe titive 
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position but with sales somewhat behind those of the foremen- 
tioned makes, are another brand of low-priced American car 
(six cylinder) ond the small Fiat. The four and eight 
cylinder American oars are manufactured in Canada, ond are 
therefore on @ more favorable competitive basis than the six. 
The Morris, utilizing to grest cdventage its economy of fuel 
consumption and maintenance, and aided by “buy Sritish” senti- 
ment, mich improved its position during the year. & "baby" 
ear bearing an American name but manufactured in Great Britain 
for the English market, was put ou the market towards the 
close of the year. there "buy iiritish" feelin is not a 
factor, the Fiat, a very trim little model, has e strong salea 
erguraent in its economy of operation. 
Old Care 
“tocks of cars voluntarily retired from circulation, cars 
ordered withdrawn by the police for repsirs, und used oar 
stocks in the hands of some of the dealers ure said to ba 
higher than they havo everbesn. Wo statistics sre svailable. 
axis 
exeept for the suddition of two Vorris Oxfoerés end of a 
few smericun makes (not more then half a dozen}, the taxicab 
fleet sontinues to consist of an assortment of about 170 dis- 
reputably old, badly maintained cars. Vanufacturors of cheap 
maes production taxicabs shoulc be able to interest one or 
two local business men in » proporition to -rovide .den with 4 
emoll group of new, clean efficient taxis, 
Motor Frucks 
The Local trade in trucks is at au standstill. The small 
market 4a entirely in the honds of tro .meriean manufacturers 


of light chean trucks. Tealers' statements are to the effect 


that 
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that two new units were imported in the first six months of 
the year, and four in the second, official statistios show 
an importation of six units in the second semester. of the 
eix imported, four were re-expprted to Hadramaut and Sritish 
Somaliland, and two are now in stock. “4¢thout a consider- 


able increare of trade, there is in den in the inmediate 


future no prospoct of any market whatever for trucks. AB 


there is no longer any cverland trade between «den and the 
Yemen, the score or morse trucks vhich used to ply between the 
Lahej caravan terminal, 20 miles away, anc Aden, are practi- 
eally all idle. 
Motor Busses 

As it was foreseen six months uge, « Dig 2l-passenser 
american bus was imported and put into servico in “den before 
the end of the year. Another one has veen ordered and withe 
in a few months possibly the third snd fourth units will be 
purchased. The pus now in serviee is for the use of transient 
steamship passengers, and hus proved popular and successful 
beyond expectations. it mazes a tour of the points of In- 
terest. Tha owner, ..6. Klauder, an ‘mericau, usy vorsibly 
form a joint stock company in which local shipping agents and 
other interested persons will be ¢iven an opportunity to ine 
vest. There is no other market for buuser et praecent. 
votorcycles 

Climatic conditions sani laek of roads ren.er notor- 
cycling in ‘gen not only unpepular Sut extrexely trying. 
Although there are ahout 20 in circulation, wostly orivotely 
owned, there cannot be said to be any marcet for the vehicles. 
Replacenent arts 

The replacencat part und ectuipment merxet has «ithptood 
the depression better than most Lines. Sespite the facet thet 
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eying up snd wearing out of cars have reduced the number of 


eppreciable quantities. In fact, during the second six 


‘gars in circulation, spare parts continue to be imported in | 
months of 1952, the United States constributed largely to 
‘the increase in the replacement part and accessory import i 

'. trade from Rs.36,304 to Ks.46,584, or from $9,382 to $11,704, 
the dollar during the first six months heving averaged Ra. : 
9.88, and during the second six months, 2s.3.95. the 

American share increased from Rs.15,496 (35,994) to hs.26,910 

($6,761). 


, 


The replacement parts for vchich there is the greatest 


a — aoe 
s, . 


| 
i lint’, 
demand include bearings, plain and bell, bushings, valves, q i 
bolts, brake Linings, fan belts, spark plugs, springs, piston i | 
rings, transmission gears, front axles and drive shifte. ‘ee | 
Car Prices 
Car prices have remained prectically unchanged during or ( 


Pir \ 
the last six or seven months. Some dcalers are giving : SS 


absurdly high turn in values on old cars; thus cash prices a 


heve little significance. Present orices of the leading 


passenger care in iden have been furnished 23 follows: 


Chevrolet... -seceseeaee i3e0,800 
Ford (50 HyePejececrccee 2,275 
Wo (6S Ne sce a ews 2,445 


t 


approx. 3700) 
8 576) 


{ 
( 
Cc 4 610) 
(BObY) sskseeciwes« ByC00 _ 500) 
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Morris WAMOT.. cea aee nae 1,700 " 425) 


AMBt AM... cee eee een ewee 1,600 " 450) 
WMA Goo ei iia WS a ee ek ee 2,086 ot 
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No 1933 wodels have yeb reached :den. 
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(AUTOHOTIVE MARKET SURVEY, ADEH 
senester ending December $1, 1932) 
Imports of Cars, Trucks and Parts 


The following is a consolidated table of imports of 


new passenger units, drawn up on the basis of dealers' 


statistics, for the period July 1 to fecember 41, 1932: 


THPORTS GF HEN PASEEGIGER CARS INP ADEN 
(July 1 - december 31, 1932) 


Make umber Origin 
2 

Ferd (standard) 18 Canada (via U.S.) i g 
* ("Baby") 2 Groat Britain i 
Norris & " " i 
Fint S Staly i 
Chevrolot 4 United Sta tes f 
44llys overland 1 Canade i 

Total 31 


This fe four ereater than the 27. units reported during i : 
the first half of the year, when five Uorris', 14 fords, ; 
“0c three Fiats, two Chevrolets, two .ustins and one ugby vere ee a 
nat pit imported. [ | 
g thar Of the 31 ney units coming into iden, five of the }. : 
ber ened | Cheyrolets, two Yordn and one *jat vere re-exported to ie 
yaaa RG towns an the Arabian snd seet oYrieen coast. Pour vther ia ; | 
aun units are scheduled for export shortly to wodetdah, for 
. use on the Hodeidsh- Jan’a ronda (not fully conpleted). , 
said The Sort Trust import fireures covering all cars (new | 
ae ond old) for july to iecesber folloz: D4 
yo \ 
iH TMPORES GF ALL VA 2BNGUOR Gao Gthe -bo \ 
we {July l--ecember 41, 1932) 
Grigin Number Value - 
Rupses -ollurgs 
United : tates 19 33,052 9,561 
Great Britain 5 24,317 6,210 
Ltaly 6 12,500 3,146 
“thers 8 11,516 2,392 
Totals 45 36,57% 21,705 


The ort Trust Listed imports of sfx trucks velued at 


Bs bey 
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Ree 15,854 (25,480) in the second half of 1932. Your came 
from the United States and two from Great Sritain. The 


replacement part and accessories trade xas distributed as 
follows: 


IMPORTS OF HOTGOR CARS ASCESSORIES ANE REPLACEMENTS, ADH 


(July 1 = December 32, 1932) 


Origin Values 
Rupees dollars 

United 3tates 26,910 6,761 
Great Britain 8,561 2,151 
Egypt 9 227 1,816 
Italy 2,500 628 
others 1,586 343 

Totals 46,594 11,704 
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Distribution 
Original and four copies for tae  -epartsent. 
One copy for utomotive Trade Comsissioner, Catro, 
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Sources of Information 


The sources of information for the forezoing report 
ware conversations with A. M. Klauder (Chevrolet dealer), 
C. Bruschi (Fiat dealer), Manager of Covasjee 2 inshaw | 

‘& Brose. (Fora and Austin dealer), Manager of Arabian | | 
Trading Company (Morris and *Sillys dealer, former sugby 


dealer), HMannger of Ahmed Yusuf “ahn & Bros. (acosssories ek 
and tire donler), and Manager of i. 6 
dealer. 


S, rPatell (chysler 
Official import statistics were obteined rrom 
the Sort Trust by clerk ii, 5. Moses. 
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(Submitted in compliance with the Department's instruction 
of March 20, 1931, (165.026/621) and letter (7) of March 


13, 1951, from the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce). 


, 


Buin ern, 4 Deon boon acne Les 327), 


bean eben 
~ american Consulate.’ | 
i aden, Arabia. 
id Ban? ae 
Saar LO 
B.LiM8 . | | 
EY Bas : | | 
: \ 
40 foes | |. 
0% wt AUTOMOTIVE MARKET SURVEY, ADEN . ar 
-Semester ending June 50, 1953- | 
{ H 
' \ 
, 4 
L | 
ed 
From: : 
TRED. h SALTER ef 
american Vice Consul. 
% , | 
wo : \ 
Date of Com-letion: September 15,1953 
Date of Liailing : c 


3) 
: September 13, 19 


Approved by 


Ray Fox 
American Consul. 


warket condition 


puring the first six months of 1953, Rupee exchange 
in terms of the United States currency strengthened by 2A 
points, or from nee 398/100, the average for the last 
semester of 1952, to Re. $74/$100, the average for the * 


first semester of 1933. The average exchange for the 


month of June was RS. 325/2100 « 


with the departure of the united states from the gold 
standard, {mporters doing business with that country found 
thensel ves in the possession of a decided anf_ very mach 
needed advantage in the strengthened Indian excHunige. It 
is well to point out, however, that in spite of the depre~ 
ciated Dolinr, dmports of new notor cars into Aden during 
the period under review (29) fell short by five of the 
number (35) 4mported during the last six months of 1952. 


Passenger. Cars 


Soon after the departure of the united States from 


the gold standard, & local dealer placed orders for the 
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immediate dilivery in Aden of '5ix low-priced continental 
cars (saloon type). These cars arrived in Aden during 
early August, but to-date none have been gold. ‘The 
continental cars are of light construction, and are said 
to be light on fuel conswaption. They have four oylinders. 
The most serious competition this new car will have to face 
here is the Chevrolet, and Fora from the United States and 


cece?  seamecemenme 


the British Morris Minor as well as the Italian Fiat. 


Moter Busses 


Bh el 


puring the period under review, the Blue Tours company , 
owned and operated by an american (Mr. A. Me Klauder) , 
4mported for Local use ¢a* second large Chevrolet motor DUB. 
with the +wo tourist pussess in operation, the Blue Tours 
handle virtually all the traffic arising from passengers 
who desire to come ashore at Aden. The passengers are 
charged in the neighborhood of 20-20-0 for & two-hour trip 
to the interesting sights in and near Aden. 

Since the organization of the Blue Tours company about 
a year 8&0, the native taxi drivers have fought the scheme 
pitterly, and the Blue Tours busses are all insured against 
riot. . 

A leading local aistributor of American automotive 
accessories and replacement parts has intimated to the 
Consulate that he 4g negotiating with the American Naeh 
automabile compeny with a view to importing several new 
low-priced six cylinder cars capable of seating seven 
passengers, to compete with the Blue Tours for passenger 
trade from ships calling at this port. It is pointed out 
that should he unable to wrest even & portion of the afore- 
mentioned trade from the Blue Tours, the Nash cars could 


easily be disposed of to operate as private taxis, although 


very likely on long term payments. 
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qhe primary idea in the mind of the distributor’ is, at 


any rate, to enlarge the market for the sale of spare 
‘parts and accessories. This may be done, of course,. by 
placing in operation a larger number of automobiles. The 
market for replacement parts is always a fair one for Aden. 


Japanese Motor Cars 


A local Arab, Abdul K. Bazara, imported two Japanese 
three-wheelers (motor cars) last June. The are seldom 
geen on the local streets, and it is believed that the 
motors are extremely weak. The Consulate understands that 
the importer has made application to the local police 
authorities to have the cars licensed as taxis, but as yet 
no license has been granted him. The Japanese cars can 
carry about four persons inoluding the driver. They are 
said to retail in Aden for approximately Rs. 600-0-0, thus 
making it the cheapest car on the aden market. 


lie jaz Motor Car Concession 


On May 11, 1933, the following artiole appeared in 


the Mecca newspaper, Ul Wl Cura: 


"In order to protect the interests of the 
owners of motor vehigles and seoure the confort 
of the pilgrims in their transport, an agreement 
has taken place between the government and East- 
ern Company Limited, (of Tidda,)by which the 
said Company supplies with Ford motor vehicles 
and all kinds of accessories and parts (as well 
as opened and closed cars) to the governnent of 
to the transportation companies. Pherefore, the 
government's order is prohibited, as from to-days 
to anyone to import any kind of the above auto 
parts and accessories, also oll transport companies 
are notified that they sre not permitted to import 
any other vehicles for transportation other than 
Ford motor vehicles." 


According to the information at hand, private in- 
dividuals residing in Saudi Arabia (Hejaz, Nejad, and Depen- 


dencies) may import any type of automobile for their personal 


us. 


93 gull 


3 


Se ao oho 


a 
~ 


Em 


‘, 


cbt 


tomo 


Us. 


The Hejaw moter car comuscssion ls only ene of & series 


of vencessions which the Saudi Arabia governuent has granted 
to foreign interests during the present years. The relate 
ively small number of Moslems who have made the pilgrimage 
to Mecea with the past and recent years has caused an appreci- 
able decrease in the reveme of the Hejaz, and the deatire of 
the Hejaz government to augment its sources of revenue has 
found expression in the granting of concessions to toreign 
nationals to explore the resources of the country. 
If the taxms of the concession ara adnered to strictly, 
1% is ineviteble that the sale in Sandi arabia of american 
rotor ears and accessories (other tham Ford products) will 
suffer. In fast the Cinsulste has already received one 
letter from an Anerican firm stating that its agent in the 
Hejaz bas reported tae news ey the eutouobile coucession. 
IMPORTS OF NEY CakS LNYo 
ALK 
For January-June, 1935 
Origin Kind of Car 
Great Britain Morris (Ceéedun) 
Wea " (2 Seater) 
Italy Fie 
United States Chevrolet (Touring) 
“i * v (Lorries) 
v wt Ww {Buss) 
i " Fords 


” we " (Prucke) 
Great Britain " (Beby) 


JOR HSE eto En en Be C3 


Ss 
S 


Total. 


Statistics for the ehove teblé rere furnished to the 
Consulate by the local deslers for the various cars listed 


in tha teble. 


Motorcycles 


There is practically no loosl demand for motorcycles, 
although the Aden Port Trust statistics for the first semester 
of 


“= 


of 1935 show that one motorcycle valued at Ra. 180-0-0 


was imported from Germany. 


Stocks: 


Agcording to information provided by local dealers, 
stooks on hand at the close of business on June 30th were 


as follows: on new Morris touring ear and one Baby ford, 


The agents for the Morris cars reported also that they 
had three second-hand cers on hand, 


Replacement Parts 


Some demand is almost always being made on the Aden 


market for replacement parts including benring, plain and 
ball, bushings, valves, bolts, brekeslinings, fan deltas, 


spark phuges, springs, piston rings, trensmission ears, 
front axles and drive shafts. 


The following table shows the isports into Aden 


during the first six months of 1035 of replacement parts 


and automotive accessories: 


Origin Value 
Ra. 


‘United States 25,942 6,402.13 
Keypt 10,642 2,345.45 
Great Britain 2,812 791.87 
Canada 1,484 396.79 
Franoe 713385 370.32 
Itely 350 93.58 
Genaany 217 55.08 


40,832 /0.918.16 
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Sources of Information. 


Conversations with agents for Chevrolet, Ford, Morris, 
and Fiat cars at aden. 


Statistics taken from books of the 
2 Aden Port Trust, and from information furnished by the 
dia Se 


various local importers of motor cars. 
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A total of/new passenger motor cars was registered 


with the Aden Police Department during tae first six 
months of 19335. 


motor bus was recorded, over the same period of time. 


Ne motorcycles (new) were registered during the 


BR 


Besides the passenger cara, nev motor 
truok registrations aggregated 7 in number, and one new 


period undar roview. 


Of the new autowobiles registered, 14 were of American 
make; 2 Italian, and the rest Envlish. 


The detailed motor car figures follow: 


Makes 


Ford 
Chevrolet 
Willys six 
Fiat 

Rover 
Morris 
Standard 
Albian 
Continental 
Volsey 


REGISTRATION GF NEW MOTOR CARS IN ADEN 


(January 1 to June 30, 1933) 


Motor Cars 
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Registration figures for the other territories 
in the Aden Consular District are not available. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Sourees of Informetion 


The Aden Registration figures were furnished 
this Consulate by the Commandant of Police, Aden, 
in a letter dated September 22, 1935. 
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Be N. Walmsley jr. 
Anorican Vice Consul 
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During the semester ended December Sl, 1932, 38 motor 
cars were registered in Aden Settlement. This is an in~ 
crease of 10 units over the first semester, and of 18 over 
the second semester of 1931. uring the July-1-December 
$1, 1952 period, nine motorcycles were also registered. 

Of the 39 passenger cars declared at the Police Motor 
Vehicle Department, 16 wore of jmorican, 14 of English, five 


of Italian and three of French, make. All the motorcycles 
were of Snglish manufacture. 
The detailed motor car figures follow: 


REGISTRATION OF AUTOMOGILES IX ADEN 


Make Number 
ist Sen. 2nd Sei. 
~“i9se— 1932 

POrdencccccecevrescovsce 12 11 
vorris (Bre) acvevcecns 6 6 
Fiat (Lte}esarnncacvere 2 5 
Austin (Bm@e) avec ccves 2 4 
Chevrolet .ccssccccesecs 2 a 
Citroon. (Fre) oe seeess 1 2 
SEutTecccevcccesnsversses ee L 
Audson. evcnccrvecrscens ree i 
Plymouth. .ceacsevnseses =e 1 
Hiolsley. (Emg.)--eceeee 7 1 
Armstrong (Eng.).-e.se. -- 1 
Sunbeam (EnGe)ecceeeeee =" 1 
Triucph (BNfejeccerosce — 1 
ett: > pe er ee i a) 2 aoe 
DuMANT. . aw acasesevacsan 1 pa 
imilear (Fre) wecwreoees bag 1, 

Totals 28 33 


The above registrations must not be conrused with 


“new cars”. The ficures include old cars which have 


changed hunds, ag well as now care. 


Resietration figures for the other territories in 


the aden consular district are not availobic. 
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Sources of Information 


The Aden registration figures were personally obtained 


from the Department of Motor Vehicles of the Aden Yolice by 
the writer. 


g4th regard to sritren, Italian <omslilend and Nedjaz, 


the Consulate started in Cetober, 1932 to request appro- 4 - 
$ ety | priate statistics. io replies have yot been received, = | | 
although the initial correspondance was followed up on two | 


occasions. 
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Introduction. (Confidential) 


The purpose of this report is to provide a survey 
of the market for radio sets in at least four soparate 
politico-geographic entities of arabia, i.e., the Mejaz 
(a kingdom); the Yemen (an Imamate); Aden Settloment, 


(British Municipality}; and finally Oman (« Sultanate). 


The inhabitants of these four arens are principally Arabs, 


who speak the same language (4rabic) and profess the sa~ 


me religion (Mohammedanism). The staterents in this in- 


troductory section are obviously general and upply to 


each of the four sections of Arabia under discussion. 


arabia is a huge desert peninsular, which, if placed 


over the United i. tates would extend from an Ulego, Ccal- 


ifornia, to Chicago, and from Canada to Vexico. The 


country is broken into strongly marked physiographic 


units, and ius people have elwnys been “«ivided into pri- 


mitive organizations, in which the tricsl ldea is param- 


nunt. Fiercely fanatical, the tribes have excluded the 


intruder to a remarkable degree, being helped in this 


respect by the inacoessibility of the country. Sordered 


On one side by a broad and nearly impassable desert ‘ind 


on another side by the Red Sea, the Arabian peninsula: 
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ia isolated also by the absenoe of '':; good harbors and 
improved highways. 

The most important fuator to be considered in an 
attempt to introduca on a largo scale radio sete in any 
part of Arabia is the religion of the nativas. They are 
virtually all Mohammadans, and vohammedanian is the most 
fanatical religion in the «orld. The power of Islam is 
persiatent and its hold upon tia followers is very strong. 
Instrumental music, which in i+a various forns, comes 
very news to having, a univers.:] appeal to mankind, is ta-~ 
hoosd by the ifohammedan relieion. it is suid raat /ntriet 
“onammnedan w111 limit his music to the chanting of passa-~ 
ces from the Koran. 

: pecond factor which will wibitate ngxinst the sale 
of radio séte in «rabbis is the obsenoe of broadcasting 
atations in this section of the world. Go far as the wri- 
ter is aware, there exists nowhere in the world to-day a 
radio hroadcasting station over which programs in the .r- 
abic language ure broadcast. io the public. . broadcasting 
station for this purpose has seen under construction in 
Cairo, tyept, but it is the “elief of the writer that, due 
to financial and administrative saencuelane syeptian govern- 


mont , work on the steve project bas been suspended inde- 
Pinitely. 

The fay radio saute now $4 use in arnbin (ana these are 
to be found for the most part in Adan propar; recive pro- 
grams from stutions in ingland ana on the continunt of 
surope clmost exclusively. ‘tne sats are amployed for the 
purcosa of receiving news sa -sll as wusie.s] programs and 
other avaentis of interest, tha cetrils of which may be 
hroadeust. 


4th the possihie exception of a few private plants 


distributed throughout the interior of .rabia, the only 


electricity 


electricity available for commercial purposes is to be 
found in the Adon Settlement, which is British. This 
fact together with the reasons mentioned above, as well 
as the poverty, ignorance and general }sckwardness and 
indiffernoe of the natives would seem to make extremely 
difficult any attempts to extend the s«le of radio sets 
into Arabia. An occasional wealthy sultan or shiekh may ! 
buy one as a novelty but that would be all. The sales ! 
would thus be restricted to Aden Settlement with ife: very 


transient Huropean population and a comparatively smell ar 


number of well-to-do and cultured Indiens, .rabs and 


others. 


’ 


Statistical Data. 


with the exception of aden, trace statistics Cor 
Arabia are not available to the Consulate, if such data 
are recorded at sll. However, conversiiion with residents 
of iden who have business connections ith tirmas in the 
ote | areas under treatment in this report ind with peopls 
dant who hive visited the respective sections, has disclosed 


aie § that the snle of radio sets in this country is very 


Lol fF limited, indved. 


AMT AZ 


Mecea and “‘jedina. 


Nomber of Duel Kingdom. 


With Nejd and its dependenciss, the Hejaz forms a 
dual kingdom (formerly designited as Nejaz-Nejd and 
Dependencies) but now known as the Saudi Arabian King- 
dom under the leadership of King sbdul iziz Ibn Saud. 

Yor thie dual realm two capitals ire maintained, the Te- 
jazi capital being Mecca, and first city of Nejd being 
Riyadh. Normally, the King's eldsst son, Amir faud, resid~ 
es at Riyadh and exsrcises there the functions of Viceroy. 
The administration of Hejaz, as set forth in % ‘consti- 
tution" issued on August 29, 1928, is controlled by the 


king acting through a viceroy resident in ‘feces. 


Description of Country. 


The nama He jaz means barrier, which refers to the 
wall of high mountains on the edges of the tableland. The 
estimated area of the ilejaz is approximutely 150,000 sq- 
uare miles, although the frontiers cr the country are not 
sufficiently definite to allow anything like an accurate 


estimate. 


The chief port is. shade, the seiport. of Hecoa. 
other ports. are. Yanbu, the port of Kedina, “ajh, Lith 
and quafunéa. 


a a as of Market. 


The population of the Hejaz is probably about 1,000, 

000, of nhom Mecea, the capital, hes 635,090; Medina's 
population numbers spproximately $06,600, while the port 
of Jidda on the Red sea hee some 26,000. The rest sre 
Bedouin. 

The heart and center of Hohhumsodan realm are to be 
“found in the two cities, Heoca und Hedina. Seco: is the 
religious capital of somes 250,990,900 people and hes long 
been the center of Vohurmedenism. Only Mohanmedans may 
enter the aity. Thea holy city is noted for the annual 
pilgrimages of the thousands of devout Vosloms desirous 
of worshipping in the city of Nohammed's birth. 

Datos, hides ant wool oomprisss the chief exports 
of the Hejeaz, but the revenue derivad from these sources 
is insignificent when compsred with the profits meade from 
the unnual pilgrimges. The sountry depends almest en- 
tirely for {ts existence upon the xwvenue collected in 
various forms of taxes from the Moslem pilgrims. <zeveral 
years ago the number of pilgrimna visiting Kecos each yaar 
averaged 100,0C0, but the world-wide financial crisis has 
mado its effset in Islam also, with tne result that dur- 
ing the :ast pilgrim season scorcely core than +5,000 
Mohamneduns went to Meces. 

this fact haa left the government and tho entire 
country in straitened financial circumstances, and it ia 
nO reason to wonder that Hing Ton Saud has sought to en- 
hance his treasury recently by means of foreign loans 


and concessions. 
Radio 
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Radio in Hejaz. 


As intimated above, statistics showing the number 


of radios in use in Arabia (Aden Settlement excepted) 


are not available to this office, if they are kept at 
all. However, it is known that King Ibn Saud has seen 
to it, solely in the interests of the state, that his 
domain should be linked up by mesns of wireless. Mecca 
and Riyadh (which are about 400 miles distant from each 
other) each have a 6 Kilowatt station. Peside the 6 
kilowatt station Riyadh has in addition a 4 kilowatt 
station. Nine over 4 kilowatt stations have been laid 
out in such model points as ‘af, Hall, Buraida, Jubail 
and <atif. By equipping Ford lorries with 4 kilovatt 
stations , the King has now four mobile wireless instal- 


lations at his command. 


‘ 


4n interesting and informative article touching on 
the subject of radio in srabie appeared in the July i, 
1933, issue of the tmglish journal, "The Spie1re’, pub- 


lished in London, and is incornoratea into this reoort: 


"The people of the aratian deserts for 
centuries have lived as they were living at 
the time of the Prophet Muhammad. Neturelly, 
thercfore, they were opposed to all foims of 
progress. for them the camel has heen the 
only means of transport, the raid, the chief 
means of subsistence. In few countries can 
the basic habits of the common folk hav: 
changed so littla with the passing of time. 


"King Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud, however, the 
great Wahhabi conqueror of tho lands that are 
now knowm os Saudia, realized that on so nar- 
row an outlook in his subjects it was imposs- 
ible to build a progressive regime. fYirst of 
all, therefore, as Sultan of Nejd, he launched 
a scheme of settlement of the Sedouin. Put 
when, nearly ten yours ago, he added hundreds 
of miles to his dominions by the incorpora- 
tion of the Hedjaz, a new problem presented 
itself. 


These Wahhabi territories, he saw, not 
only could not be developed without better 
means of communications , but also, they could 


not 


not- so vast they become under his segis-even be 
effectively administered without improved 
communications. 


"Yat to the majority of his desert fol- 
lowers such things as the motor oar, the 
Aeroplane, and wireless were:inventions of 
the devil; wireless especially was consider- 
ead to be a witchcraft. But by dint of his 
tremedous personality, King Ibn Saud has 
overcome this opposition, and has obtained 
religious eanction for his material reforms. 
He reseived oxpert Rritish advice in estah-~ 
lishing an Air Fores, and motor cars are now 
to be seen everywhere (excapt in the impassable 
deserts of the east) in Snudia. For instance, 
most of the Haj jis making the pilgrimage to 
Mecca last april have journeyed thither in 
motor cars. 


"It was in 1929, und as a consejuence of 
certain tribal rebellions sgainst his authority, 
that King Ibn Saud resolved to introduce wire- 
less communication on «2 large scule. Now 
wireless had béon known in the Hedjaz in the 
time of his predecassor, the late Ling ussien. 
This Sherifian monarch, ..waver had used it, 
as he used nll his sources, antirely for per- 
sonal ends. Its extansi:n to the desertea of 
the Hedjaz and Neju was conesived *y the 
vahhabi conqueror solely in the interests of 
the state. 


‘King shdul *4iz apuned & school of «ire- 
less telagraphy nt Jeddah, and olso sent four 
picked pupils to Chemsford to learn the 
mechanics of wireless «+ the Marconi School 
there. “he Marconi Comp-ny then proceeded to 
establish a chain of wirsless stations lLink- 
ing up the more important centres of this huge 
#ahhabi domain. This wart) has actually com- 
pleted only within the Inst week or two. 


‘Yecoa cand Biyadh (which «re about 400 
miles distant from each other), the resp:ctive 
oupitals of the Hedjaz ad Nejd, have each a 
G-filowatt station; Rivech hss also a : kilo- 
watt station. Nine ovar bk kilowatt stations 
have heen leid down 2% such model points ns 
of, Heil, Puraida, Jubeil and catif - the 
majority heing in Nejd. In eddition the “ing 
has now 2t his command ‘our mobile installa- 
tions, § kilowatt, on Ford lorries. Ry means 
of these last he is en:"L:d , while on his 
frequent trips into the d.sert, to keep in 
touch with the centres of his government. 


Orne «= +o": 


a 


"This introduction vf wireless hes had 
the happiest results in internal udministra- 
tion. In 1929, es I have said, Nejdi tribss 
wore restlass. They were seething with in- 
dignation against Irag, «nd on Ibn Saud's 
retaining, them, they turned thelr wrath on 
him. It was perheps the most oriticnl moment 
in the history of his empire. 
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"Since that tima, however, there has 
scarcely been any misbehaviour by the tribes. 
No sooner is complaint made by them then, by 


means of wireless, Ibn Saud hears of it and 
disposes of it. 


"These wireless stations, which hava 
noth telephonio and telegraphic facilities, 
are of course reserved for the use of the 
Government; they are designed entirely towards 
the end of better administration. They are 


not for communication «ith the outside world. 
Nor is there any broadcasting or “Listening-in’ 
in Saudia, and since music is teboo with most 
of the inhabitants thet is just as well.’ 


Bin: 
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YEMEN 


Yemen: Political & Geographical. 


The imamate of Yemen lies in the south-western part 
of the Arabian peninsula between sir and the Pritish 
Protectrate of Aden. No census hus ever ‘sen made, but 
it is estimated that its population numbers more than :, 
000,000 people. The capital of the country is “anaa with 
a population of approximately 20,000. Hodsidsh, on the 
Red cea and with a population of about 40,700, is the 
principal seaport of Yemen. The most P:rijle part of 
‘Tabin, the pluteau of 1 Je'el, is to +: found in Yemen, 


and on this plnteau grain and coffee are frown in lerge 


quantities. 
Demand of "‘narket. 


Hore us elsewhere in «:rabia, the population is com-~ 
posed of :rabs sho are Mohammodans. The tradionnal host- 
Jlity of tho ‘Muslims to people and things . hich sre non- 
‘uslim would operate «gcinst the introduction of radio on 
a large soale into the Yemen. Figures showing imports 


of radios into Yemen are not available, if thoy exist it 


all 
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ull; but it is safe to say that, besides the receiv- 
jing sete used by the Imam in the conduct of his affairs, 
the number of privately ownod wirelens sets is small, 
indeed. iden businessmen who fraguently visit the 
Yomen have informed the Consulate th.t radio sets ure 
seldom sven in thant oountry, their importation being 
prohibited by the government. This prohibition, under- 
stood. to be more than a year o1d, includes gramophone 


and other musical instruments. 


a 


ADEN 


adem; Political «& Ggographioal Facts. 


Forming an important bunkering station on the main 
shipping route from <urope to the “ast, «den is 4 vol- 
cunic peninsular on the ‘rabian coast, “out 105 miles 
éenust of Pab-"l-iinndeb. “he Jettlament -[ don comprises: 

{1) tho peninsular in which sre situsted 

the old town of ‘dan (know ss the Creter!, 

Maals and ‘“avehi, 

(2£} the Isthmus in which is “hormakeryr, 

(3) a tract north of tha harbor «ad of 

the isthmus on which are situated ‘h. 

villages of cheikh (Othman, Hiswu, !mid 

and Little -den. 

Ocoupied by the Mritish in 1839, the ‘eninsular of 
‘den is harren and rocky. ‘The highest ro.nt in it is 
Jebel whamshin (fhum-Shum) which towers 1,725 faet shove 
the sea. The den -rotectorute which c omorises om sres 
of about 42,000 square miles, includes wha fadramaut und 
the territories of s number of tribas in tranty roletions 
with tho British Government. 

The total srea of the settlement ot iden te 75 Si= 
uare miles, und its population at the -{-. of the Last 


censuc in 10S] was 46,633. (It ts in @-n Léttlement 


that 


(ast 


that the largest demand for radio sets exists, at least 


so far as Arabia is concerned, and this is a very small 


demand). The racial composition of this population is; 


BUTONOGN. occcnenecnansevens l, 145 
ApaU Gas «os eb v5.40 soba 00 480, 820 
TNALENScccacccsenccvvnvevane var 287 


SOW ec ecccencesensvscevrnvns 4,120 
SOMALIA Bec cccnveeunccacesaces 46935 
Misca@llaneous....ccenccvene 531 


46,638 


Demand of Market. 


The demand for radio receiving sets in Aden in very 
restricted, chiefly hecnues of tuo reasons: the low pur- 
chasing power of the natives snd the small, transient 
huropeen population. 


families 


although it {4s true a number of 
in .den own radios, they for the wost part pur-~ 
chased their instruments abrond, or ordered direct by 


mail. Radio recepfion in ‘den is very poor, fading be- 


ing very common and stntio is intolerable during most of 


the yeer. The kind of eqguipmen: that is beginning to prove 


popular here hoth sumong the uro::an element ond the het~ 


ter classes of natives, sspeciutl, the indians, is the 


radio piock-uy ottechmont for t 1 ng machines. 


The treado snd Navigetion Report of den does not list 


sepurstely the junorts of radio -celving sats into the 


\dén Settloment, this srticls com'ne under the goncral 


clessification of other articles, s in itself is suf- 


ficient avidenea to indice. ts th t ths imports of radius 


ara limited; ond en estimete of the nurher of cates in 


Pay 


Operntion in the sattloment 2t ¢+h presant tine pleces 


the figure st between 25 and 


ied 
ooo 


Bven in the den cottloman: {gnoresnce nd poverty 


are apullingly gront among the majority of the natives 


and this, together with the tahoo placed on music by Islan 


nilitates 


militates forcefully «gsinst the sale of radios. 


Customs. 


Neclered « free port in 1850, the iden Settlement 


collects no customs cuties on imports save those rhich 


oontain alcohol. 
tleatrioity. 


“s mentioned previously in this report, den, with 


the possible exception of several smnll, privats plants, 


1s the only city tn ‘rshin there electricity for lighting 


and power purposes is -voilable. ‘he electricity dis- 


tributed in :den 18 92% volts, 5C cycle, alternating cur- 


rent. 


OMAN. 
Location. 


Noted because the best camels in Arabia are bred with 
in its borders, the Sultanate of Oman occupies the South- 


east portion of the Arabian peninsula with a coast line 


about 1,000 miles long, extending from Bl Katar on the 


Persian Gulf to Ras Sajir on the Arabian Sea. The capital 


is Muscat with a population of approximately 20,000, 


Food supplies and textiles are imported, the trade being 
almost entirely with India. 


Demand of Market. 


With an area of 82,000 square miles, Oman has a 
population of about one-half million, chiefly Arabs, 


although there has been a strong infusion of Negro blood 


along the coast. Following agricultural pursuits 


and engaging in the breeding of camels, the population 

is very poor. Dates are the principal export, and there 

are no industries of any importance in the Sultanate. 
The Sultan's revenue from all sources 


aggregates 


about a million rupees annually. Few white people 


Teside at Muscat, but among them is a British Consul 


and 


and Political Agent. <A post and telegraph office is 


maintained at Muscat by the Indian Government. 


Due to the sam reasons as have been cited before 
in this report, all possibilitios of introducing radios 


into Omen on a worthwhile and profitable scale are 


preoluded. 


CONCLUSIONS. (Confidential) 


Blighted with ignorance, inconvenienced by poverty 
and embracing devoutly the wrld' most fanatical religion, 
—~ a religion that regards the Christnin of the vestern 
world as "the dog of an infidel” and the wireless as the 
work of witches — the great majority of the people’ in- 
habiting the countries and political units discussed in 
this report, by frugality and by confining wants to the 
barest necessities of life, eke out an existence on the 
hot sands of the Arabian dasertes. 

Kuropran civilization 1a unknswn to ths most of them, 
and their religion would prohibit the use of the inventions 
of man and of the knowledge of seisnce. The power of Islam 
is persistent and etrong; history fails to record that a 
people oncs Mohammedan has aver heen converted to the 
Christian religion. 

In the Hejaz it has taken the dynamic personality 
of none less than the sivereign himself of the holy oities 
of Islam to persuade his desert followers to permit the 
introduction of wireless fucilities into the Mohemmed- 
an realm, merely for purposes of administering the state. 
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Salesmanship in Arabia, even when carried out by guro- 
peana is vary poor, and advartising, display and ox 


hibition, common to the American business world, are 


alien to the Arabs. 


Sxtreme care has been exercised in the praparation 


of the enclosed list of venvral dealers in tha leading 
cities of the arens considered in this report, but the 
griter is constrained to believe that, owing to the num-~ 
erous reasons ret forth above and to the conditions 
peculiar to this section and its people, attempts to sali 


radio sats in 4rabia on a large senle will prova futila, 


for the present at least. 
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ne LIST OF FIRMS 
ds Although the firms appearing on the following list 
ee have heen selected with care, no responsibility as to their | 
financial standing or business acumen can be assumed by 
s : this Consulate or by the United States Government, ee 
: HET AZ i 
si | | 
58 1. Abdulla Mohamed Alfazal, 


Post Box No. 53, Jeddah, Hejaz 


2. Ali Jawad Fehmt, 
Post Box. No.110,Jeddah, Hejaz 


3S. S. Bahafzalleh & Bros., bow, 
75 Great Market, Jeddah, He jaz : 


4. Gellatly Hankey & Co., 
Jeddah, Hejaz 


5. Haji Husein Alireza, 
Post Box No. 40, Jiddeh, Hejaz 


6. De Haas and Company, 
Post Box,No. 63, Jiddah, Hejaz 


7. Messoud Hassim Zainal, 
Jiddah, He jaz 


8. Mohamed Nour and H. Shehatta, 
Jiddah, He jaz 


9. Nawab Ali and Sons, 
Babus-Salam, Mecca, He jaz. 


ADEN 
1. Cowasjee Dinshaw & Bros, 


Aden, Arabia 


® &E. CG. Patell, ; 
Cratery; Aden, Arabia 


5S. H. Adamally & Co., 
Aden, Arabia 


Sof 4. <A. M. Klauder, 
§ Aden, Arabia 


5. Arabian Trading Co., 
Aden, Arabia. 


1. Gellatly, Hankey & Co., Hodeidah, Yemen 
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Societa Anomina di Navigazione, Eritrea, Hodeidah, Yemen. 


Oman 
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Muscat, Oman. 


Ebrahim Hajee Mahmood Abbas, 
Muscat, Oman 


Mandlia Brothers, 


